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LEGISLATIVE REPORT

JOSEPH UECKER

SERVING THE 66TH DISTRICT

Dear Neighbors:

My fellow members and I in the Ohio House of Representatives have spent the first year
of the 128th General Assembly diligently working to craft legislation based on the issues
that matter most to you and your family. We have focused our efforts on bringing jobs
and economic recovery back to Ohio. Additionally, we have worked to create policies
which control government spending, streamline state expenditures and lower tax the
burden for all Ohioans.

As your State Representative, I strive to serve as a direct link between my constituents
and state government. [ have the privilege to go to work in the Statehouse because of the
residents in House District 66, and I fully intend on serving you to the best of my ability.

As I work for transparent, responsible government here in the Columbus, it is important
for me to hear from you so I can best represent your views and opinions. Attached to this
letter is a survey, which is an opportunity to make your voice heard. You may return your
response by mail, or e-mail your thoughts to District66@ohr.state.oh.us.

My goal for this newsletter is to help keep you informed about what is happening here in
Columbus. Inside, you will find articles detailing homestead exemption tax credits and
earned income tax relief, as wel | as
licensing procedure.

As always, please contact my office at (614) 466-8134 or write to me, State
Representative Joseph Uecker, at 77 S. High St. Columbus, OH 43215 with any questions
or concerns.

Sincerely,

Joseph Uecker
State Representative
Ohio House District 66

YOUR LEGISLATOR

NEEDS

YOUR HELP

ith hundreds of pieces of legislation to consider every year, legislators in

Columbus need the opinion, advice and specialized knowledge of their
constituents to guide them. It is impossible for any legislator to have detailed
knowledge of the technicalities of every bill he or she must consider.

This means that even if you oppose a bill, legislators welcome your letters because
you are providing them with knowledge they need to make decisions. d
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HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION

to protect
property taxation.

The homestead exemption dates back to 1971 and offers eligible individuals a chance
t e idwelling dnd up o e additibfial acre — from

The homestead exemption offers property tax relief to eligible senior citizens and
disabled Ohioans. It provides the opportunity for homeowners to exempt up to

$25,000 of the market value of their
home from property taxes, regardless of income. Therefore, a
home with a market value of $100,000 would be taxed as if it
is worth $75,000.

I n today’'s difficult econ
eligible homeowners save an average of about $400
annually.

Seniors and disabled Ohioans must apply with their local
county auditor in order to take advantage of the homestead
exemption. During 2010, county auditors will be accepting
applications from January 5 through June 7.

ANY OHIO HOMEOWNER IS ELIGIBLE |F HE OR

SHE IS:
At least 65 years old or turns 65 in the year

they apply

Totally and permanently disabled as of
January 1 of the year they apply, as certified
by a licensed physician, psychologist, or a
state or federal agency

Is the surviving spouse of a person who was

For more information about eligibility or how to apply for

the exempti on,

office at (513) 732-7150 or the Ohio Department of Taxation

at (300) 282-1780.

receiving the previous homestead exemp-
tion at the time of death and where the sur-
viving spouse was at least 59 years old on

y ol the date of death

may c o

unt

EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT 2010

Here are the annual earnings
maximums for Tax Year 2009:
® Individuals: $18,440
® Individual with 1 child: $35,463
® Individual with 2 children: $40,295

® Individual with 3 or more children:
$43,279

® Married couple: $18,440
® Married couple with 1 child: $40,463

® Married couple with 2 children:
$45,295

® Married couple with 3 or more
children: $48,279

Thousands o-fto nddi¢-imcéme wokkimgnvfamilies are not
receiving all of the federal tax credits available to them. In these difficult
economic times, it is important that your family receives the maximum tax
refund possible. The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is a federal
program that allows employees who work for low wages to receive a larger
tax refund. Your EITC refund is based on the number of children in your
household and your annual taxable income. :

The IRS estimates that 20 percent of Ohioans who
are eligible for EITC do not claim it. To find out
how you can enjoy the benefits of this program,
there are numerous local coalitions to help
families determine if they qualify for EITC. The
nearest coalition is located at 550 Main Street,
Cincinnati, OH 45202 and can be reached by calling (513) 263-3333.
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ODNR MAKING STRIDES TO STAY ON ToP IN 2010

Created by the Ohio Legislature in 1949, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources
(ODNR) owns and manages more than 590,000 acres of land including 74 state parks,
20 state forests, 134 state nature preserves and 138 wildlife areas. Under the Division
of Wildlife, al | revenue s used t
resources for the benefit of all Ohioans.

The state of Ohio values its natural failing and becoming increasingly  century con-
resources, and for over adecadethe unr el i abl e. T h e venidncgstare .. _ .
Ohio Division of Wildlife has been ence in Ohio is beginning to feel delivered to the customers. With
implementing code to maintain the the negative effect of the expiring  this new technology in place, all
highest quality and service in hunt- system. Currently, when a license is transactions (license sales, game
ing, trapping and angling. The divi- purchased in a store or online, the ~ checks, etc.) will occur in real time,
sion’s first st pumxhase generelly de hotrregister as thpentioe dystem will be internet
ucts and services came in based. Law Enforcement Offi-
1999, when they automated cers in the field will have re-
the hunting and fishing sales Hunt. mote access to all of this real

system, known - \ time data, allowing them to
Sale” (POS). . Fish._ check licenses and respond to
vision began offering hunting DISCOVel‘. daily issues as quickly and
and fishing licenses on the ® ®

internet. In an effort to keep up Wlld Ohl(E

- eri

effectively as possible. Most
importantly, perhaps, is that

with the developing technol- WOCRMS is a responsible
ogy, they offered online controlled for as many as two weeks. During use of sSsportsmen’s
hunt submissions in 2005. Cur- those two weeks, it becomes a has- no anticipated increase in license
rently, the ODNR is working to in-  sle for both you and a game warden fees, and customer service will im-
stall a new licensing systemtore- | f asked t o ver prévyimnesssbyof t hat you
place the POS system, which is be- purchased a license.
coming outdated. The goal of the ODNR s to have
THE SOLUTION the WOCRMS system completely
FALLING BEHIND The Wild Ohio Customer Relation- phased-in on March 1, 2011. If you
With 2.1 million hunting and fish-  ship Management System have further questions regarding
ing licenses sold annually, and (WOCRMS) is the next step in pro- WOCRMS, or any other wildlife

about 1,300 licensing agents state- v i di ng Ohi 0o’ s s poncerd, contae the OhicDdvision
wide, Ohio is an established hotbed women with updated services that  of Wildlife at 2045 Morse Rd.,

for hunting and fishing. The current make the outdoors as accessible, Building G, Columbus, OH 43229-
POS system was implanted with a  fair, and user-friendly as possible. It 6693. You can also reach the Divi-
life expectancy of 5-7 years. 11 integrates 9 different business areas sion of Wildlife by calling toll-free
years later, this software system is  into a single database so that 21st  to 1-800-WILDLIFE.

Benefits of the New System
e License sales and game-check transactions would be performed in real time and available during the holi-
days when many sales outlets are closed
e  Would allow biologists and law enforcement to electronically gather data to manage wildlife and enforce
Ohi o’s hunting regul ations.
e Will save hunters and anglers on fuel costs, time, and frustrations with closed license sales outlets/check
stations, which equates to more time in the field
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CONSTITUENT
SERVICES

It is important for me to hear the
opinions and concerns of
constituents in the district.

You can reach me by mail, phone, fax
or e-mail. My staff or I will assist you
in any way we can.

77 South High Street,
District 66
Columbus, Ohio 43215-6111

Columbus Office:
(614) 466-8134

E-mail:
district66@ohr.state.oh.us

CONTACTING YOUR
STATE GOVERNMENT:

HELPFUL STATE TOLL-FREE NUMBERS

Attorney General Consumer Protection
Child Support Hotline

Crime Victim Assistance

Home Energy Assistance Program

Legislative Information

Medicaid Consumer Hotline
State Highway Patrol (Highway Help)

Tax Questions

Travel and Tourism
Unemployment Hotline
Utility Consumer Complaints
Wor kerso Co

Ohio Web site
House Web site

HOW TO

WRITE

YOUR LEGISLATOR

effective letter to

which interests you. The

second important element is a
brief description of the effect

the bill s

on you. The third component

legislator is a specific
reference to the particular bill

800-282-0515
800-686-1556
800-582-CVSS
800-282-0880
800-282-0253
800-324-8680
877-7-PATROL
800-282-1780
800-BUCKEYE
800-251-OBES
800-282-9448
800-OHIO-BWC

www.ohio.gov

www.house.state.oh.us

Every legislator considers

many bills on a wide range
of subjects. Therefore, the first
essential aspect of an

~SNANNANNANANANANNANN

a

pr

of a convincing letter is your advice to

your legislator as to how

you think he or

she should vote on the bill. d
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Your views on issues facing state government are important to me. Knowing where you stand on the issues helps me to
better represent your views in the state Legislature. Please take the time to voice your opinion on the following topics. 1
look forward to hearing from you.

Would you support allowing hunters to hunt more than one antlered deer per annual hunting season?

O3 Support
00 Oppose
O Unsure

Would you support allowing out-of-state college students enrolled in Ohio colleges to be able to purchase hunting
licenses at Ohio resident rates rather than out-of-state resident rates?
O Support

[ Oppose
O Unsure

Please select the top two (2) issues that have you most concerned for Ohio:

[ Jobs and the Economy O Government Corruption

O Taxes O Wasteful Government Spending
[ Health Care O Terrorism

O Energy Independence [0 Crime

[0 Environment O Other

Do support the proposal to provide rail passenger service between Cincinnati, Columbus, and Cleveland?

O Yes
[ No
O Unsure

Do you believe that a health care system similar to the one that is being considered by Congress will likely
result in better health care, worse health care, or about the same level of health care?

[ Better care
[0 Worse care
[ About the same

Please list what you believe are the top three issues facing Ohio today. (Write answer below)
1.
2.
3.

If you would like to receive information and legislative updates through e-mail and/or by mail in the future,
please provide the following information.:

Name:
Address:
Phone Number: E-mail:

Please fold and return this form to me at the address listed on the reverse side or e-mail it to
District66@ohr.state.oh.us.

Thank you very much for your time in thinking through and answering these questions. If there is anything I
can do to better serve you, please contact me: State Representative Joseph Uecker, 77 South High St., District
66, Columbus, OH 43215-6111; phone: (614) 466-8134; e-mail: districto6@ohr.state.oh.us.



State Representative Joseph Uecker
77 S. High St., District 66
Columbus, OH 43216111

Put stamp here.
The Post Office
will not deliver ma
without proper

postage.




